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FAQs 

It was an absolute pleasure meeting you all in the various forms this week - Mr McTaggart and I met 

some children who liked dinosaurs, others liked cars, some who liked gardening and some who were 

engineering marvels with their building skills. We met some of your siblings, had horse races, were 

taught to sign some nursery rhymes and met some pets too! We absolutely cannot wait till you all 

start at our school in September and hope that you received our individual messages to you all. 

Some common questions kept cropping up in our meetings which I’ve answered below: 

 

Tell us a little bit more about the move. 

As it stands, the building is due to be finished mid-October, ready for a move in half term, with the 

first official day being the 3rd November. Some of you may have noticed that we have scheduled in 

two PD Days around the half term (23rd October and 2nd November) which are to help with our 

move. I did mention that we may have a very small window in which I can show you around the new 

building, however, I will need to find a way of doing this whilst meeting the recommendations set 

out by the Department for Education regarding school tours. 

 

Why are we starting on full days? 

After many discussions about this, we decided to start on full days for a few reasons and hopefully 

we were able to articulate this is in our meetings. One of the biggest factors was that we want to 

build nurturing, trusting relationships with our pupils as quickly as possible. This will make the move 

into our permanent home easier. We also believe that parents and pre-schools have been working 

really hard in preparing the children for school and we know that because of this hard work, the         

majority of the children are ready to do full days (and in some cases already do this at their                

nurseries/pre-schools). We also want to live up to our motto of ‘Be the Change’, and not do                  

something because ‘it’s what has always been done.’ 

 

What is the uniform policy? 

Please find the uniform policy here. Uniform is a really big part of the school’s  identity 

and the T-shirts and jumpers must have the school logo. Please note there is also a PE 

kit list on the uniform policy too. There is a second tab on the uniform supplier’s page 

that includes the PE kit. Red gingham dresses can be worn as part of a summer        

uniform on hot days.  

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/1195/uniform
https://www.yourschooluniform.com/schools/index/lakelands-primry-school
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What will happen with wraparound care and after-school clubs in September? 

We are still looking through the guidance published from the Department for Education last week 

regarding this. Currently at Stanway Fiveways, there is no after school club  to allow for cleaning the 

classrooms. I have also been in contact with external providers for this provision for when we are in 

our permanent building. Stanway Fiveways also currently closes at lunchtime on Fridays to allow for 

a deep clean, however this is not happening from September. From September, we will be offering 

all pupils access to a full-time education. 

 

How many pupils will there be? 

We have a very small cohort of 24 children this year and we have hired two brilliant teachers. They 

will team teach the class together. We will review this if our numbers grow to 30 and beyond and 

have two classes. We will ensure that friendships are maintained. 

 

What will the class names be? 

Every year, we will choose our class names on inspirational people who 

embody our school motto of ‘Be the Change’. As our first cohort of     

pupils are the ‘pioneers’ of the school and who will lead the way for    

other children who follow, our Reception class will be called Sharman 

after the first British astronaut who flew into space. You can find out 

more about Helen Sharman here. 

We look forward to adding more names to our list of classes as the 

school grows including King, Attenborough, Seacole, Hawking, Earhart, 

Bowie, Kahlo, Thunberg and Keller. We’d love to hear your suggestions! 

 

We had a problem ticking the option for snacks on the admissions form. 

I did wonder why so many parents weren’t choosing the option of 

free fruit for their children! I’ll send just this section of the form 

again next week and should take no more than a minute to com-

plete. This will also include a section about free milk for under 5s. 

All children are also entitled to a free hot lunch. 

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/helen-sharman/
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What does my child need to bring to school? 

Your child is eligible for a free school meal until they are in Year 3. This will have a meat and                                      

vegetarian option and will accommodate medical and religious dietary needs. This means that they 

do not need to bring a packed lunch (this is optional but we do encourage school dinners). School 

dinners meet food standards and packed lunches will be the same. We will send out guidance about 

packed lunches at a later date, but we will require them to be healthy options and do not allow 

drinks (other than water or milk) and crisps, or chocolate. If you have given permission, they will also 

be provided with a piece of fruit and milk (for under 5s) every day so will not need to bring their own 

snack. 

We would like to keep things from home to be kept to a minimum, unless we have asked for               

something specifically. Please do not bring in toys or pencil cases. 

Your child will need to be well equipped for the weather; wellies, coats, hats 

and scarves, or sun hats.  

They will need their PE kits on PE days (to be confirmed), their book bags and a 

labelled water bottle. If they have medication that they need to take, a form 

must be completed at the office and must be prescribed by a doctor. 

 

Where can we park? 

While we are at Stanway Fiveways, you will be able to park in the Co-op and walk to the school from 

there. Please contact me if there are any accessibility issues.  

 

Will you be going swimming? 

We are hoping to have swimming lessons in the future, as these feature as part of the National                

Curriculum - these lessons will not take place while the pupils are in Reception. 

 

Will there be Forest School? 

We are looking into how we can go about the opportunities on offer with Forest School, however 

until we have an arrangement in place, we will utilise the brilliant space we have on our doorstep 

with the lake. Miss Lowe, Mrs Thompson and I went for a walk there earlier this week and we have 

already started  thinking about our outdoor learning provision. 

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/
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What is the process if my child has a medical condition? 

This is something that should be outlined in the admissions form and then                     

discussed in our meetings. We do have a ‘Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions’ policy - please 

let me know if you would like a copy of this. If your child is being seen by a healthcare professional or 

specialist teacher and we have yet to meet with them, please let me know so can arrange a meeting 

as soon as possible. If your child has asthma or epi-pens, you will need to complete care plan forms 

when your child starts school. We ask for two asthma pumps to be kept at school at all times, one for 

the classroom and an emergency one. Please contact your GP if you need another pump.  

 

Is there a PTA? 

Yes! We’d love you to join, especially with the school being so small currently! We’ve already had 

expressions of interest so when we are in our new building, we can set up an initial PTA meeting in 

November/December. We will also recruit and advertise for a parent governor in the Autumn Term. 

 

Tell us more about you, Mrs Anslow! 

I love that I was asked this question!  

I have been teaching for around 14 years and have taught in every year group from Y1-Y6 in this 

time. Until three years ago, I lived in East London, where I was born and raised. My ethnicity is Greek 

Cypriot and I’m fluent in speaking, reading and writing in Greek - Γεια σου! Many of my family mem-

bers live in Cyprus and this is where I often go on holiday, usually to enjoy the Summer sun! 

By 2015, I was an acting Vice Principal for a large school in London and in this time had my own little 

boy, who is also due to start Reception this year - I have become an expert in building really complex 

train tracks!. I have since been a Deputy Headteacher in another large school in Suffolk for just over 

two years before making my leap into headship. I was appointed as Headteacher of Lakelands, and 

officially started in April 2020. I’m really passionate about  providing children with a broad and bal-

anced curriculum where there are lots of opportunities for creativity, innovation and exploration. 

In my spare time, I’m often reading - I especially love going to libraries and this will 

feature quite heavily in my newsletters. I really enjoy the outdoors and going for 

walks with my dog and family. We try and go camping at least once a year, too. My 

favourite subject when I was at school was Maths but my favourite subject to teach is 

English.  

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/

