
 17th December 2020 

@lakelandsprima1 Lakelands Primary School, Wagtail Mews, Stanway, Colchester, CO3 8AJ   https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/ 

Christmas Comes to Lakelands! 

We’ve had a lovely Christmassy week! We started off the week with our Nativity and were even featured in the                 

Colchester Gazette. Parents will be emailed the link and code to watch the performance and will be reminded not share 

stills on social media of other pupils. Individual photos of pupils have been sent to parents and carers via Tapestry (we 

can rearrange this for January if there have been absences). 

Our lunch last week was a great success - thank you to our very lovely interim Catering Manager, Katie, who prepped 

such a lovely meal for us. We also decorated our tree and used our listening skills to play party games.  

Thank You 

Our parents and carers really caught us unprepared earlier in the week with two generous hampers full goodies for the 

staff. It is time that I thank the parents and carers, not only because of the gifts (which are very appreciated!) but also 

because of the leap of faith that they took with us this time last year, with the absence of a school building, headteacher 

and teachers. They invested in us as a school and could see our vision for the pupils beyond the first six (only ever so 

slightly turbulent) weeks. At a time when teachers and support staff are fatigued, not just in our school, but all across the                 

country, it really touched us that they could see how invested we are in their children.  

These children are a credit to Lakelands. I'm so proud of the resilience they have demonstrated, having started school 

after a national lockdown and then again, after a move into our new home. I couldn't have asked for better Lakelands 

ambassadors that truly display our school values with their compassion, aspiration and generosity. I love that in our 

school film (more information on that on page 2), the pupils are clearly so happy to come to Lakelands; their faces are so 

full of joy! 

I really do look forward to watching the children grow and flourish as the school does too. 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a restful winter break. 

Mrs Anslow 
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Milk 

Now that we have moved to cartons, some pupils 

are not receiving milk. If your child is under five, or 

is in receipt of the Pupil Premium Grant, you are 

eligible for free milk. When your child turns five, 

there is an option to pay for it. If you would like your 

child to receive free milk (under 5s) or if you would 

like to pay for it, please sign up here. If you would 

like the school to apply on your behalf, please let 

us know. 

INSET 

You may have seen in the news last night that there may be a 

delayed start to the term in January. Until we have more                

information from the DfE and the local authority, the trust will 

not be making any decisions on this. We will inform all parents 

when more information comes to light and a decision has been 

made. 

For the time being, our planned INSET will go ahead as normal on 

the 4th January. Please remember to follow the COVID-19                 

protocols that we sent out last week if your child shows any           

symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19, over the Christmas            

period. The children will return to school as planned on Tuesday 

5th January. 

School Video 

We are so pleased to share our school video, which 

can be found here. We are so pleased with it! 

Holiday Hunger Activity Clubs 

The situation around food insecurity is under the spotlight at the moment both in the media and within our communities. 

This Christmas Holidays, the local authority have committed to supporting Active Essex to expand its level of provision 

through holiday hunger programmes.  

The local authority are working with locally trusted organisations to deliver 42 FREE Holiday Hunger activity clubs across 

Essex from 20th December, providing physical activity and a nutritious meal for over 7000 young people as well as food 

hampers to take home for the family. 

The information below details activities happening in Colchester along with referral links/or contacts to book. These places 

are aimed at young people at Primary Schools in receipt of Free School meals or at risk of food insecurity over the festive 

season. 

Colchester United - Football in the Community  (Shrub End Community Centre)   21st - 24th  9pm-1m  

FirstSite           21st-24th 28th-31st 11am-2:30pm 

Essex Boys and Girls Clubs         21st-24th  10am-2pm 

The school is now also an agent for the Colchester Foodbank. If you require any vouchers for the festive period, please do 

inform me. Any referrals will be handled delicately and sensitively and will remain confidential. 

Essex Libraries 

Essex Library Services are really excited to bring you the Winter 

Reading Challenge 2020. This year’s theme is the Animals of 

Snowy Wood. All pupils need to do is read six books and climb to 

the top of the reading tree. You can collect their giant tree              

bookmarks from any Essex library and they'll receive a stamp for 

every book they read throughout the winter period.  

New Menus 

We have adapted our menu slightly - we now have 

Meat-Free Mondays, Roast Thursdays and Fish           

Fridays! Please find the new menus for the Spring 

Term here.  
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