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Priti Patel Visit 

Last week, we were visited by the Rt Hon Priti 

Patel at the school site. We discussed the vision 

for Lakelands and the importance of                        

community, in particular how that will look in 

our work with community groups and family 

dining service.  

We also spoke about early reading and the val-

ue of equipping our students with lifelong skills 

outside of the classroom, in particular around 

healthy eating and technology. 

You can read more about the visit here and 

here. 

 

  

Home Learning 

Please find next week’s home learning tasks here. 

This Week 

This week, we have started our Phonics programme, Read, 

Write, Inc, which you can find out more about here. There is 

a video and some resources. Miss Lowe and Mrs Thompson 

will be hosting a virtual parents’ workshop regarding             

phonics in a few weeks. If you cannot wait till then, please 

watch this video to see how we teach phonics in school so 

you can best support your children. We have also been              

continuing with our Dough Disco and practising writing our 

names this week. Have a look at our ‘Week in Pictures’ page 

to see what else we have been doing. 

Vacancy - Parent Governor 

Please have a look at the end of this newsletter 

for details about parent governor nominations. 

Birthday Sweets 

In other schools, it has been customary for           

parents to send in sweets for birthdays. We will be asking 

that this does not happen at Lakelands as children are not 

permitted to bring in anything to share while our COVID-19 

restrictions in place.  

Spare Clothes 

You may want to consider keeping a spare change of clothes 

in your child’s PE kit/book bag for toileting accidents or for 

when your children are so engrossed in their painting/water 

play! We will always change them if they are wet. 

If anyone other than the usual parents picks up your 

child, you must ensure the school is informed and the 

people picking up have your child’s  password that 

you submitted on the admissions form. 

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/
https://www.priti4witham.co.uk/priti-visits-the-new-lakelands-primary-school-in-stanway/
https://www.gazette-news.co.uk/news/18722195.lakelands-primary-school-stanway-open-october/
https://lakelandschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Week-4.pdf?t=1600359651
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/?utm_team=pri
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book/read-write-inc-phonics--1/phonics-pure-sounds-video
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Snack Time 

We have had a few questions asked regarding snack times 

and lunch. Now that the School Fruit and Vegetable 

Scheme is running, there are ample snacks available in 

school. Last week, we had carrots, bananas, pears and 

raisins.  

We would like to foster an atmosphere of healthy eating 

as much as possible to encourage healthy habits from the 

start of our Lakelands journey. You are welcome to still 

provide snacks for your child (for example, you may want 

to supplement the fruit we provide with some breadsticks 

or crackers), however, we do ask that any other food is 

restricted to fruit or vegetables only. We appreciate that 

some of the snacks have been brought in such as Yoyos 

are made from fruit only, however, as the fruit has been  

concentrated, the sugar content is still very high.  

We also ask that any drinks brought in from home are       

limited to water or milk only. There are arrangements in 

place for children who have a dairy intolerance where  

parents substitute milk for a non-lactose alternative.   

The children clearly have had established healthy eating 

habits from home - I have never seen a group of children 

love their fruit quite like this cohort! Many of the pupils 

are opting for fruit as a pudding instead of what is on 

offer! Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 

questions regarding snacks.  

Lunch and Menus 

You may have seen that we are advertising for a catering                

manager for Lakelands for when we move. This is great 

news for us as we can help design our menu instead of   

using an external catering provider. I would love to get a 

group of parents together as a 

working party to help move 

this forward. If this is                

something you’d be interested 

in, please let me know. 

Sickness 

We appreciate that some pupils are presenting 

with cold symptoms and that some parents are 

unsure if their child should be in. If your child is 

feeling unwell, they should not be at school, 

however if they are presenting with COVID-19               

symptoms (a temperature, a new, continuous 

cough and/or a loss of taste and smell) children 

must be kept off school, self-isolate (with the 

whole household) and get a test. 

The NHS describes this cough as “coughing a lot 

for more than an hour or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a 

cough, it may be worse than usual.” 

International Week 

of the Deaf 

Next week is the International 

Week of the Deaf (21-27 September). A member 

of our class is fluent in British Sign Language and 

has been teaching us a lot of signs to go with our 

stories. Last week, she taught us to sign animal 

names which we put to practice when we read 

Julia Donaldson’s ‘A Squash and a Squeeze’. 

To continue to raise awareness, we will be   

fundraising for the National Deaf Children’s              

Society by learning how to sign the Rainbow 

Song alongside 44 basic signs and skills                         

including the alphabet, sign counting, food and 

drink, family and pets, the weather and more. 

Check the newsletter regularly for our ‘Sign of 

the Week’. We will post a video of our                     

sponsored sign-along on our website in the  

coming weeks. In the meantime, you can               

donate here if you wish. 

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/
https://www.ndcs.org.uk/
https://www.ndcs.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lakelandsprimaryschool
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Changes to COVID-19 Risk Assessment 
 

We are reviewing our COVID-19 risk assessment on a weekly basis. I will let you know of any changes in my 

newsletter. The full risk assessment can be found on the website. Changes made this week are: 

 responsibility of health checks to premises and building remains with Stanway Fiveways. Cleaning in our 

area remains the responsibility of Lakelands Primary School. 

 references to settling in after the summer removed 

 we are now using playdough but each child has their own piece of dough, clearly labelled. 

 the previous risk assessment referred to a mobile sanitising station outside. Reference to this has been 

removed as pupils are washing their hands before and after playing outside with sanitiser available in 

the classroom. 

 the pupil number has now increased to 25. 

 reference to Lakelands signage has been removed as parents know where to go. 

 a separate risk assessment has been completed to cover all eventualities of staff absence. 

 the process for reporting a positive case in school has changed - we now contact a DfE helpline rather 

than our local health protection team. 

The Week in Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

 
Our family display wall is still 

looking quite bare - don’t forget 

to send in a photo or two for 

our display board so the pupils 

can talk about their families. 

 

We are still looking for clothes 

for our dolls - if you have any 

gender neutral newborn or ‘tiny 

baby’ clothes, we would love 

these!  

 

Parents will receive an email 

about joining our Parent App - 

please sign up to receive our 

notifications. 

 

Thank you! 

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/
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Parent Governor 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am writing to you to invite you to stand for election as a parent governor, or nominate another  parent to do 

so. In our school, we currently have provision for 1 parent governor. 

  

No special qualifications are needed and the most important thing is to have a keen interest in the school and 

be prepared to play an active part in the governing body’s work. Training is available for all governors and this 

board of governors has an expectation that those new to being a governor attend induction training. 

  

Attached to the email is a document which summarises the circumstances under which someone cannot serve 

as a governor. Nominations must be from parents or carers with children at the school on the day that               

nominations close. 

  

If you would like to stand for election please arrange for the attached nomination form to be completed and 

returned to the school not later than November 6th. You may also include a short personal statement to    

support your nomination, which should be no longer than 150 words. Self nominations will be accepted, but if 

you are nominating another parent please seek their prior consent. 

  

If there are more nominations than vacancies the election will be by secret ballot. If that is necessary, voting 

papers will be sent to all parents together with details of the ballot procedure. 

  

Please return nominations forms via email to the Chair of Governors, Roger Blundell 

at rblundell@clptrust.com by November 6th. 

Wraparound Care 

We have been fortunate to secure an external wraparound care provider -  Allstar Community  

Academy will be providing breakfast and after school clubs from 3rd November.  

 

Early Birdz Breakfast Club       After School Kidz Club 

7.30-8.45am Inclusive of Breakfast - £5.00     3.00-6.00pm Inclusive of tea - £12.00 

 

Activities include: 

Arts & crafts, mad science, cooking, free play and sports etc. offering integrated childcare which works in close 

partnership with the primary school. 

 

For more information contact:  

01245 767938 or 07971 695722 

See website for full details or email ACA for a brochure. 

https://twitter.com/lakelandsprima1
https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/
mailto:rblundell@clptrust.com
http://www.allstarcommunityacademy.co.uk
mailto:allstarcommunity@fastmail.fm

