
 5th March 2021 

Return to School 

We are all so looking forward to seeing you on Monday morning - nearly there!  

In you welfare checks with Miss Lowe this week, some of you had some questions so I thought I’d 

answer them here too. 

Q: Will the pupils be in bubbles? 

A: The pupils are already in one bubble and they will remain that way. Because of the nature of our school only having 

one class, we do not need to have “bubbles”. 

Q: What will teaching look like when pupils return? 

A: The pupils will have lots of time in continuous provision (learning through discovery) and have opportunities for              

reintegration and socialisation with their friends. Teachers will use this time to do informal assessments, such as for 

phonics or reading with them. The teachers have also spent this week setting up the second classroom, so it might be 

that there are smaller targeted groups for Literacy and Maths. These groups will be fluid and will change regularly.  

Q: What are the drop off and picking up arrangements? 

A: These will remain the same as they have been since November using the one-way system. We do ask that it is only one 

parent on site. Younger siblings are allowed on site, if no other childcare arrangements can be made for them. Please 

wear masks and ensure social distancing. We also ask that there is no lingering by the school gates after drop off. 

Q: What happens if my child has been in close contact with someone who tests positive for COVID-19? 

A: If this happens outside of school, it is important that you tell the school immediately and that you follow the self-

isolating procedures. If somebody in the bubble tests positive, the bubble will close and we will revert to remote                  

learning. 

Q: My child has outgrown their uniform. What can I do? 

A: We appreciate that your child may have outgrown the uniform, and you have been unable to replace it. We now have 

some stock of jumpers and T shirts that you can buy from the school. The children can wear their school PE kits on               

Fridays.  

Q: My child is feeling a little nervous. How can I help them? 

A: Some children will run right in on Monday morning, and others may be feeling a little more apprehensive - there will 

be whole mixture of emotions. Our teachers will support our pupils and their wellbeing when children are in school and 

we will send you pictures on Tapestry so you can see them in action. Please prepare them as best you can by talking 

about the routine on Monday morning and all the things they have to look forward to.   

Q: Can you help me understand the procedures for lateral flow tests for parents? 

A: All parents are now eligible for lateral flow tests (unless you already have access to these via your own work places). 

These are not for children. There is a letter attached to this newsletter explaining more about them. If parents opt in 

and test positive, only their household needs to self-isolate. There will be no bubble closure (unless the child                               

subsequently tests positive and has been in contact with other pupils and staff at school). 

Q: What will the safety procedures be? 

A: Our risk assessment has been updated and is on the school website. Please note, our Child Protection Policy has also 

been updated to reflect these changes and can also be found on the school website. 
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World Book Day - 4th March 

On Thursday, we had our virtual World Book day - we loved seeing so many of you dressed up! I hope 

you enjoyed Miss Lowe’s live story telling session too!  

These children thought of some brilliant word to describe their characters - which words match which characters? 

 

 

naughty  
royal  
brave  
clever 

athletic 
adventurous 

strong 
fast 

Red Lion Books 

At Lakelands, the community is at the heart of a lot of our decision making. As such, we try and 

support our local businesses as much as possible. When using your vouchers this year, please            

consider using an independent bookshop, such as Red Lion Books in Colchester. This is a message 

they sent us this morning. 

We hope you had a good WORLD BOOK DAY 
 
World Book Day will happen in Colchester (well, at Red Lion Books) on Saturday 17th April!  There will be                                 
entertainment, giveaways and competitions. 
 
World Book Day  is made possible by publishers and booksellers who are passionate about reading. Publishers offer  
generous discounts but it is bookshops who purchase the books and supply them children (at the booksellers                             
expense).  What many people don't know is that it isn't a government initiative and that the tokens themselves have no 
real value, so we will be accepting them after the date.   
 
They are there for children to feel the benefit of an exchange and of choosing their own book which is why we would 
rather wait until the shop is open to offer this experience.    
 
It is a wonderful thing. 

Lunches 

We appreciate some of you have been having some trouble with SIMS Pay in ordering your lunches. Mrs Denning is                    

working hard in resolving the issues with them to ensure the service is fit for purpose, which at the moment it is not. I                   

apologise for the frustration this is causing. In the meantime, we know that your children are eligible for Universal Infant 

Free School Meals so we’ll automatically book them in for a main meal unless explicitly told otherwise by yourselves. All 

allergies will be catered for as normal. 



 

Be the Change 

The is no end to Mr Sainsbury’s talent! Not only has he been busy ensuring our premises are safe for 

your return and building lots of new things for you all, but he is also a wordsmith! Check out the           

poem he wrote about the school’s ethos, values and aims. 

We can all do more 

to morally climb 

to BE THE CHANGE 

one day at a time 

 

Prove that you care 

and make it your passion 

Then you will find 

you’re full of COMPASSION 

 

Be kind and sincere 

No lies and make a promise, 

that you’ll always endeavour to be truthful and HONEST 

 

Be inspire 

Dream big 

Embrace application 

Achieve what you want 

and follow ASPIRATION 

 

Be mindful of our planet 

Act now and not later 

We all have a duty 

to be respectful of NATURE 

 

Give and give more 

Be the opposite to pomposity 

A wonderful trait is the gift of GENEROSITY 

 

Man or woman 

Religion or race 

We all have a right 

We all have a face 

A world of division creates a world of animosity 

Be the change and promote 

A world of EQUALITY 
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